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Contenuti: 

1. The Romantic Age 
1.1 - The Industrial Revolution: pp. 174 - 175 (Economic change, Technological 
innovation, The worker’s life) 
1.2 - Britain and America: pp. 176 – 177  (Breaking away from Britain) 
1.3 - The French Revolution, riots and reforms: pp. 180-181 (The French 
Revolution and the Napoleonic wars, Decades of reform) 
1.4 Romanticism: pp. 196 -197 (The Romantic imagination, The figure of the 
child, The importance of the individual, The cult of the exotic, The view of 
nature, Poetic technique, Two generation of poets) 
1.5 – The Sublime: a new sensibility: pp.182 - 183 
1.6 - The Gothic Fiction: pp. 190 - 191 (New interests in fiction, Features of the 
Gothic novel) 
1.7 - Romantic Fiction: pag. 174 (The development of the Novel, The novel of 
manners) 
1.8 - William Blake: pp. 184 - 185 ( Life and works, Songs of Innocence and 
Songs of experience, Imagination and the poet, Blake’s interest in social 
problems, style, “London”, “The Lamb”) 
1.9 William Wordsworth: pp. 198 – 199 ( Life and works, Man and nature, The 
importance of memory, The importance of the senses, Who is the poet?, 
“Daffodils” 
1.10 - Mary Shelley: pp. 192 -193 (Life and works, “Frankenstein or the Modern 



 

 

Prometheus” - Plot and setting, Origins, the influence of science, literary 
influences, narrative structure, themes - ) 
1.11 - Samuel Taylor Coleridge: pp.194-196 (Life and works, “The Rime of the 
Ancient Mariner” - plot, imagination and fancy characters, sublime nature, the 
rime and traditional ballads, interpretations - ) 
1.12 – George Gordon Byron: pp. 212-213 (Life, the Byronic hero,) 
1.13 - Jane Austen: pp. 222-223 (Life and style, the novel of manners, social 
mobility and marriage, the theme of love, the heroine’s self-realisation, “Pride 
and Prejudice” - plot, characters, themes, style, simply a love sotry?) 
 

2. The Victorian Age: pp. 222-223 
2.1 – The early years of Queen Victoria’s reign: pp. 234-235 (Britain under 
Victoria) 
2.2 – City life in Victorian Britain:  p. 236 (early Victorian city life) 
2.3. – The Victorian frame of mind: p.237 (The Victorian Compromise) 
2.4 - The Age of Fiction: p. 243 (Readers and writers, the publishing world, the 
victorian’s interest in prose, the novelist’s aim, the narrative technique, setting 
and characters, types of novels, women writers, the realistic novel, the 
psychological novel, the colonial literature) 
2.7 - Charles Dickens: pp.244-245 (Life and works, characters, a didactic aim, 
style and reputation, “Oliver Twist”- plot, themes, London life) 
2.8 - Robert Louis Stevenson: pp. 294-295 ( Life, “The Strange case of Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde” - plot, a crime story, setting, good vs evil, narrative technique) 
2.9 – Aestheticism: pag. 304  
2.10 - Oscar Wilde: pp. 305-306 (Life and works, the rebel and the dandy, “The 
picture of Dorian Gray” - plot, characters, themes, style) 
2.11 – War Poets: pp. 338-340(Different views on war, R. Brooke – ‘The 
Soldier’, W. Owen – ‘Dulce et decorum est’ ) 
2.12 – James Joyce: pag. 365 (Life, a modernist writer, the interior monologue 
and the stream of consciousness) 


